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SCHEDULE FOR WORSHIP

SUNDAYS OCTOBER 4 AND 11, 2009
EIGHTEENTH AND NINETEENTH SUNDAYS
AFTER PENTECOST

8:00 a.m.  Oct. 4, Morning Prayer; Oct. 11, Holy Eucharist

8:45 a.m. Lectionary Study and Group Discussion, library

9:00 a.m. Nursery open for infants to age 5, Room 297

915a.m  Toddler Transition for 2-and 3-year-olds, Toddler
Room; Godly Play, grades K-2, Room 298; Episcopal
Children’s Curriculum: St. John's Eagles, grades 3-6,
Room 221; Second and fourth Sundays, Rite 13,
grades 7-8, Room 226; J2A, grades 9 to 11, third floor

9:30 am. Adult Forum, Oct. 4, Brenda Isaacs, president of the

board of the Kanawha-Charleston Health Dept. and
head nurse for Kanawha County Schools, will stress
the importance of immunization with emphasis on the
current concern regarding swine flu; Oct. 11, Hearing
Again! (cochlear implant stories) by parishioners
Lawton Posey and John Barrett, each of whom has
recently experienced the procedure, Room 109

10:30 a.m. Oct. 4, Morning Prayer; Oct. 11, Holy Eucharist, with
choir

11:30 a.m.  Oct. 11, Coffee Hour, Hunter Hall

The Collect: Almighty and everlasting God, you are always more ready to hear than we to pray, and to give
more than we either desire or deserve: Pour upon us the abundance of your mercy, forgiving us those things
of which our conscience is afraid, and giving us those good things for which we are not worthy to ask, except
through the merits and mediation of Jesus Christ our Savior; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy
Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

Interchange Deadline Have some news about St. John's that needs to be shared? Deadline for the
next issue of Interchange (for the weeks of Oct. 18 and 25) will be Monday, Oct. 5, at 2 p.m. Please
send items and photos to julkemp@verizon.net or bdearien@stjohnswv.org. Earlier submission is
always appreciated.




Dear Saints of John,

Here is perhaps the greatest paradox of our
faith. We must deny ourselves in order fo find our true selves, the
selves that God intends us o become. We must lose our life in order
to save it. What in the world does this mean?

We cannot talk about our life of faith without talking about
the cost of discipleship. Life with, and in, God's love promises us the
greatest gifts of all - joy, peace, community, support in adversity, and
a sense of living @ meaningful life. But this does not come without a
cost. God makes claims upon us — Christ makes claims upon us -
The Gospel makes claims upon us — as individuals, and as members
of this particular congregation, St. John's. | want to explore with you
some ways that this Gospel paradox can and has been lived out,
enfleshed, incarmnated, in this congregation.

In the 1970°s, St. John's opened its doors to the community
and started the feeding ministry that would become Manna Meal.
Some of you were here then, and you know that the beginnings of this
ministry were not without cost.  You had to give up the comfort of the
known for the unknown.

You had to give up a sense of safety and security and
comifort in order to welcome the poorest of the poor within these walls.
Suddenly, things were different in the building. The carpets were
solled. Things were stolen from the church. You were forced to
encounter the “other” in the flash — some people who did not bathe
regularty, some who were mentally ill, some who were active addicts.

Even more importantly, you were, perhaps, forced o look at
the paor in a different way — not as abstractions or issues, but as
people. You saw that some of these folks were, in fack, very much like
you, and that only by accident of birth and circumstance were they
living in abject poverty. You began to know some of them by name,
and to think about them, worry about them, pray for them. You began
to know that you were connected to them in a very powerful way.

This is the essence of Jubilee ministry — that we walk
alongside the poor in their siruggles, because God would have us do
20. When we walk alongside the poor, we learn that we can never
solve all of their problems - that we cannot solve things by money
alone. When we walk alongside the poor we leamn that what is really
needed is for us to be with them in their suffering, to advocate for
justice, and allow ourselves to be transformed by God in the process.
And so 30 some years ago, the doors were opened, the poor
welcomed, and the Gospel began to be lived out here at St John's in
a new way - despite the difficulies, despite the cost.  Some number
of parishioners at that time were unable or unwilling ko live through
these changes, and they left for other places of worship.

* For those who want fo save their fife will lose it,
and those who lose their life for my sake....will save it",

These thity some years later, God is siill caling us to
sacrifice.  God still has claims upon us, as individuals, and as a
congregation. God calls us to a life of sacrificial giving. ILis not easy,
but it is the doorway into abundant life with God.

Excerpt from a sermon given on Sept. 13, 2009

By The Rev. Susan J. Latimer

Jesus said, “If any want to become my followers,

let them deny themselves and take up their cross and follow me.

For those who want fo save their life will lose i,

and those who lose their ife for my sake....will save it".  Mark 8:34-35

As your Rector, | offer now what | discem to be God's call to
this congregation, at this point in our history. St John's is unigue in
our Diocese. We are the most diverse and the most welcoming parish
for Igbt folks. We have one of the largest buildings, and we house the
largest feeding program. We have been on the forefront of social
justice issues for 30 years. There is no official cathedral in the
Diocese, but | like to think of St. John's as the best of what a cathedral
can be:

“  aplace of open doors, vibrant worship, and a superb choir
a spiritual home for all people
a hub of community fife
a place where people of all ages are nurtured and
challenged and formed for ministry in Christ's name.

We have the opportunity to be a witness to the Diocese and
the Mational Church - to show that an Episcopal parish which
emphasizes inclusion and social justice can grow and thrive, even in
this economy - even as some parishes are declining because of the
actions of General Convention. We have the opportunity to show that
a vibrant program for children and youth can exist alongside offerings
for singles and those without children, alongside a welcoming parish
for Igbt folks, a focus on social justice, and the largest feeding
program in the Diocese.

All of this, however, is not possible without a move toward
sacrificial giving on the part of many, if not most, of the Saints of John.
In order to move forward into the future into which God calls us, we
need significantly more resources — more money — more volunteers -
more people who are willing ko answer God's call for sacrificial giving.
Our pledging this year simply does not support our ministry needs.

“If any want fo become my followers,
let them deny themsaives and fake up their cross and follow me ..."

When we focus on holding on fightly to ourselves, to our
money, fo our possessions - holding on with clenched fists, we will
remain slaves fo that money and those possessions. If, however, we
find a way to give generously, even sacrificially, we can find curselves
freed from all that binds us, freed to live the abundant fife that God is
always calling us into.

There is a cost fo discipleship. | have shared with you what
| discemn that cost to be for us as individuals and families who make
up this congregation, at this time in our fife together. Ultimately,
however, the decision is between you and God. Only you can know
what God may be caling you to sacrifice. You alone have the
responsibility to answer that call. But we must remember, as God
confinually reminds us that we are all connected, so will our individual
choices impact the future ministry of this parish. | pray that God will
be our guide as we confinue to discam our mission and ministry in this
great parish, in Charleston, and in the worid.

In Christ,

Susan+





















