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 Where can we find paths that lead into this silence?  Taize Prayer is held once a month on the third 
Sunday at 5 p.m. in the chapel.  Through simple, unhurried prayer and chant, we move beyond ourselves 
into the loving presence of God. Our hearts and minds are stilled and we rest in the heart of God. Taize 
Prayer was very beautifully described in the last Interchange by Beth Marquart.  
 Another kind of prayer that many of us practice is Centering Prayer.  This prayer is something like 
Buddhist meditation in that it is wordless prayer but it is different in its intention. We do not try to make our 
minds blank. In the words of Cynthia Bourgeault, “It is not about achieving still mind or pristine awareness 
. . . Centering Prayer goes straight for the heart. It is surrender (to God) pure and simple.” We let go all 
thoughts and feelings gently as they arise. When we get attracted to a thought we have a sacred word of 
own choosing that leads us gently back to our original intent. It is much more “attitude” than method and it 
is purely dependent on the grace of God. 
 Following Centering Prayer there is time for Lectio Divina. (Sacred reading). It has a different flavor 
from the usual Bible study in that it is not biblical interpretation because, like Centering Prayer, we are 
engaged at the level of the heart. We become personally involved with scripture and share, in confidence, 
how it illuminates us as we travel on our individual spiritual paths.  It is an amazing experience as we find 
ourselves truly supported and enriched through the gentle words of others.  
 All are welcome to any of these prayer sessions.  Space does not permit me to do anything more than 
skim some of the highlights of these practices.  

If you would like more information, please do not hesitate to call or e-mail Olive Meyer at 744-9219 
or oameyer@suddenlink.net. 

 
Kids’ Lenten Program – Celebrating our Differences 

 

By The Rev. Ann Lovejoy Johnson 
 

This year a Lenten Program is being planned for children ages 6 through fifth 
grade. This program will take place on the same schedule as the adult/older 
youth evening series: Sunday, March 1, from 5 to 7:30 p.m., and Wednesdays, 
March 4, 11, 18 & 25, from 5:30 to 7 p.m. The children will eat supper with their 
families and then begin their program at the same time as the adults/youth. 

 The first evening, on March 1, we will watch a short movie. On the 
Wednesdays we will be reading an age-appropriate book together and then have 
time for discussion – wondering together - and for a quiet individual response such as painting, clay, and 
writing your own story. We plan to cover four topics: the differences in who makes up our families, physical 
differences/disabilities, race and cultural heritage, and economic circumstances. The focus will be on seeing 
the “other” as made in the image of God and seeing our differences as gifts from God. We will also consider 
our own experiences and how we might respond to differences in a loving way. Anyone who wishes to join 
in the planning or assist on the evenings, please call or e-mail alovejoy@stjohnswv.org. 

 
Nursery Care Available: The nursery will be available for this Lenten series, for children ages 5 and 

younger. There is no need to call ahead. The childcare staff will be here March 1 at 5:30 p.m. and on the 
Wednesdays at 5:45 p.m. Even if you are running late, do join us, the nursery staff will be in the nursery for 
the entire program. Ash Wednesday, Feb. 25, child care is available in the nursery for the 7 p.m. worship 
service (starting at 6:45 p.m.).  
 

Other Youth News: Children are in church (no Sunday School classes) on Sunday, March 1. Nursery 
care is available beginning at 9:30 a.m. Rite 13 youth ministry meets at 9:15 a.m. on the following Sundays: 
March 1 & 29, April 5 & 26. For more information contact the Rite 13 youth mentors: Dianna Canfield and 
Mike Walker. 
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A Letter from the Rt. Rev. Michie W. Klusmeyer, 
Bishop of West Virginia 
 

Dear clergy and other worship leaders: 
 

The 75th General Convention of the Episcopal Church meeting in Columbus, Ohio, in 
2006 passed Resolution Number 2006-A123 entitled “Study Economic Benefits Derived 
from Slavery.”  Implementation of its mandates to the whole church is well under way.  
In Philadelphia, Oct. 3-4, 2008, Presiding Bishop Katharine Jefferts Schori led a two-day 

solemn observance of repentance at The African Episcopal Church of St. Thomas in Philadelphia, PA, 
attended by large numbers, including myself and representative members of this Diocese.  

In this Diocese, our own Commission to End Racism is presently working on collecting and 
documenting historic material on our church’s history of participation in slavery and racial segregation. The 
commission is embarking on an oral history project and asking your assistance in providing names and 
telephone numbers of members from your congregation who are 60 or older and you have confirmed with 
them that they are willing to be interviewed. Please respond to Harold E. Stewart, 9029 Charles Town Rd., 
Charles Town, WV 25414 or email hstewar1@comcast.net by Feb. 23, 2009.  
 Additionally, the commission is offering, in lieu of one gathering for a Service of Repentance, which would 
be difficult for many to attend, to provide a suitable liturgy for use in all of our congregations on an 
appointed Sunday. 

I heartily concur with their request, and I hereby designate the First Sunday in Lent, March 1, 2009, 
as a Day of Repentance for the Sin of Slavery, Racial Segregation, and Racial Discrimination in the Diocese 
of West Virginia. 

Those who plan and lead worship in every congregation in this Diocese are directed to use the 
attached liturgy (there is a provision for Morning Prayer in those places where no clergy leadership is 
available), replacing the usual Lessons, Collects, Litany, and Prayers for the First Sunday of Lent with these 
selections.  Hymn and Service Music recommendations are optional, but congregations are urged to use 
hymnody from or compatible with those in Lift Every Voice and Sing where possible. 

In addition, I ask that, within two weeks of the event (March 14, 2009), for our own accountability to 
the larger church, the clergy or warden in charge of each congregation report to the Rev. Canon Donald 
Vinson, liaison to the Commission to End Racism: a) that the observance of the Diocesan Day of Repentance 
did occur in the congregation, and b) a brief report on how the congregation experienced and received the 
liturgy. 

With prayers for a blessed Lenten season and a new day of racial reconciliation in our land, 
 
Resolution Number: 2006-A123 
Title: Study Economic Benefits Derived from Slavery 
Legislative Action Taken: Concurred as Amended 
Final Text: 
 
Resolved, That the 75th General Convention of The Episcopal Church declare unequivocally that the institution of 
slavery in the United States and anywhere else in the world, based as it is on “ownership” of some persons by other 
persons, was and is a sin and a fundamental betrayal of the humanity of all persons who were involved, a sin that 
continues to plague our common life in the Church and our culture; and be it further 
Resolved, That The Episcopal Church acknowledge its history of participation in this sin and the deep and lasting 
injury which the institution of slavery and its aftermath have inflicted on society and on the Church; and be it 
further  
Resolved, That we express our most profound regret that (a) The Episcopal Church lent the institution of slavery its 
support and justification based on Scripture, and (b) after slavery was formally abolished, The Episcopal Church 
continued for at least a century to support de jure and de facto segregation and discrimination; and be it further  
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Continued from page 4: Letter from Bishop Klusmeyer) 
Resolved, That The Episcopal Church apologize for its complicity in and the injury done by the institution of slavery 
and its aftermath; we repent of this sin and ask God’s grace and forgiveness; and be it further 
Resolved, That the 75th General Convention of The Episcopal Church through the Executive Council urgently 
initiate a comprehensive program and urge every Diocese to collect and document during the next triennium 
detailed information in its community on (a) the complicity of The Episcopal Church in the institution of slavery 
and in the subsequent history of segregation and discrimination and (b) the economic benefits The Episcopal 
Church derived from the institution of slavery; and direct the Committee on Anti-Racism to monitor this program 
and report to Executive Council each year by March 31 on the progress in each Diocese; and be it further 
Resolved, That to enable us as people of God to make a full, faithful and informed accounting of our history, the 75th 
General Convention of The Episcopal Church direct the Committee on Anti-Racism to study and report to Executive 
Council by March 31, 2008, which in turn will report to the 76th General Convention, on how the Church can be “the 
repairer of the breach” (Isaiah 58:12), both materially and relationally, and achieve the spiritual healing and 
reconciliation that will lead us to a new life in Christ; and be it further 
Resolved, That to mark the commencement of this program the Presiding Bishop is requested to name a Day of 
Repentance and on that day to hold a Service of Repentance at the National Cathedral, and each Diocese is 
requested to hold a similar service. 
 
Citation: General Convention, Journal of the General Convention of...The Episcopal Church, Columbus,2006 (New York: 
General Convention, 2007), pp. 664-665. Archives Research                                          

Yours in Christ, 
The Rt. Rev. W. Michie Klusmeyer, VII Bishop of West Virginia 

  
It Is Never Too Late to Repent for Racism  

 

By The Rev. Denise Giardina 
On March 1 the Eucharist at St. John’s will include a “Service of 

repentance for the sin of slavery and racism,” as requested by Bishop Klusmeyer.  
Why, you might ask, when none of us today owns slaves, and most of us are 
adamant we are not racists?  Why should I, for example, repent for the sin of 
slavery when my father came from Sicily much later and my mother’s family in 

eastern Kentucky never owned slaves? 
In order to answer that question, it is important to understand historical context.  During the 

Civil War, every major Protestant denomination suffered a split between North and South, except 
for the Episcopal Church.  Afterward, at various times in history, those other denominations healed 
their split, and in the process confronted and confessed their sin of involvement in the terrible 
institution of slavery.  But because it had not split in the first place, and because there was a fear of 
alienating those who had remained loyal to the Episcopal Church but who also owned slaves, that 
process did not take place in the Episcopal Church.  We are 140 years late, but it is never too late to 
stand before God and say slavery, and the racism upon which it was based, were wrong. 

But what about our connection to this sin today?  We must look at this question with eyes 
wide open.  The economy of our nation, the economy of our state, the economy of our city, were all 
built upon slavery, and that edifice remains today.  There is no disconnect.  Slave owners built our 
own parish of St. John’s.  In the first church building, slaves were forced to sit segregated in the 
balcony.  In 1896, during Jim Crow days, the good folk of St. John’s said to their African-American 
members, now largely servants, “Be gone, we have no more need of you,” and black people were 
exiled to St. James’s Episcopal Church.  That breach was never healed.  For decades, people of color 
were not welcome in this parish. 

Sin is not just individual, it is corporate and it is generational.  As Jeremiah tells us, “The 
fathers have eaten a sour grape and the children’s teeth are set on edge.”  On March 1 we will 
finally have a chance to cleanse our palates, to officially purge the demons that allowed people of 
one color to enslave another, and to continue to discriminate in the century that followed.  I believe 
our forbearers will be present, and repent in spirit, with us. Page 5



Vestry Wrap-Up 
 

By Beth Marquart, clerk 
 

The Vestry met at our regular 
meeting on Monday, Feb. 9.  We 
voted unanimously to contract 
with Oval Construction to install 
a new grease trap and separate 
the storm and sanitary lines at a 
total cost of $148,750.  Manna Meal is contributing 
$83,400, with St. John’s responsible for the balance 
of $65,250.    
   Discussion included the Lenten Series, March 1-
April 4, Celebrating Our Differences, which will 
include Sunday morning Adult Forums, one 
Sunday evening event and a Wednesday evening 
series.   
   Vestry liaisons to ministry teams were 
announced: Leah Macia, Christian Formation, 
Youth and Children; Diana Masso, Christian 
Formation, Adult; Cheryl Clements, 
Evangelism/New Member Incorporation; David 
Vick, Manna Meal; Ray Shackleford, Outreach; 
Brian Hamra, Parish Life; Linda Cooper, Pastoral 
Care; Stewardship, Parker Smith.  
   At the direction of the bishop, across the diocese 
the first Sunday in Lent is dedicated to repentance 
for the sin of slavery, racial segregation, and racial 
discrimination.   
   A grant writing task force is being formed to 
seek out resources and write grants for building 
improvements.   
 

Another Pounding!                    By Becky Burns 
On March 8 we will “pound” Associate Rector 
Ann Lovejoy Johnson and her daughter Azalech. 
This is the second opportunity we have had 
recently to pound a priest! We pounded Susan 
Latimer and her family shortly after their arrival 
in August.  
   Pounding is an old Appalachian tradition for 
welcoming new families into the community. 
Frequently, churches in Appalachia have a 
pounding when a new priest arrives. Originally, 
members of the community brought a pound of 
food, such as a pound of flour, sugar, butter, 
coffee, etc 
   We have modified this tradition and prepared, 
with Ann’s approval, a list of suggested items for 
her pounding. The list includes vegetarian 
nonperishable foods (e.g., canned goods, dried 
fruits/nuts, granola, condiments, etc.), 
environmentally friendly cleaning supplies (e.g., 
detergent, soap, sponges, etc.), gifts for Azalech 

(e.g., size 4 non-pull-up diapers, baby wipes, 
Aveeno hair and bath products, etc.), Nature’s 
Choice Large Breed Dog Food, and books about 
or items made in West Virginia. 
   Please visit the bulletin board above the water 
fountain for a more complete list. Also, please 
check off or write in what you plan to bring so 
there won’t be too much duplication. Think of 
this as being like a bridal registry! Items for the 

pounding will be collected in Hunter Hall on 
Sunday, March 8. If you cannot attend church that 
day, please leave your gift in the office. Please feel 
free to attach a card to your gift. This will help 
Ann get to know all of us more quickly. 
 
TTaakkee  aa  PPiiccttoorriiaall  TTrriipp  ttoo  IIrreellaanndd  
The Women of Fun, Faith, and Fellowship will 
meet March 12 at 11:30 a.m. for lunch and a 
program following.  The meeting will be in the 
Molly Warwick Room and Room 209. Beth 
Hamrick and Ann Garcelon will take us on a 
verbal and pictorial journey through Ireland.  All 
are invited to share the fun.  The Shawl Ministry 
will follow the program.  
 
PPlleeaassee  HHeellpp  SShhaarree  AAllttaarr  FFlloowweerrss      
BByy  PPhhyylllliiss  AAttwwoooodd  
 

Our beautiful altar flowers need to be shared.  If 
you know someone who is ill or struggling 
through some of life's difficult times or celebrating 
joyous events, please feel free to take the altar 
flowers and perhaps spread some of St. John's 
outreach into the community.  The flowers will be 
placed on the display case in the hallway leading 
to Hunter Hall. 
 
Manna Meal to Stage Musical Fundraiser 
The Martin Luther King Jr. male chorus will 
perform at the next fundraising event for the 
Manna Meal soup kitchen. The performance, to 
take place at 7 p.m. Saturday, March 7, at St. 
John’s, also will feature Bare Bones with Becky 
and Bill Kimmons and Mark Davis offering a 
capella, gospel and folk music. Donations will be 
received “so the hungry can eat.”  Doors open at 
6:30 p.m. and a reception will follow in Hunter 
Hall. 
Please Grant Us This Favor 
We are seeking grant writers to become members 
of St. John’s newly formed grant writing team.  
The purpose is to seek funds and prepare grants 
for capital improvements and upgrades to St. 
John’s buildings. Please contact John Canfield, 
senior warden, if you’re interested. 

Page 6 



For the Bible Tells Me So: 
 

Widely-acclaimed movie 
will kick off this year’s 
Lenten study program 
 
 

by Bob Rosier 
 
 

New Hampshire Bishop Gene Robinson, 
having been taught in his childhood 
church that homosexuality is an 
abomination, spent many years trying to 
suppress what he had come to call “the 
gay part of me.” He took part in what he 
later learned is mistakenly labeled 
“reparative therapy.” 

In college he became an 
Episcopalian and soon entered seminary. 
He married a woman who had been 
smitten by his loving personality and 
profound preaching. When Gene became a 
priest in New Hampshire, they began 
raising a family together. 
 After finally coming to the 
realization that God had created him as a gay person and that it could not be “repaired,” he and his wife 
designed a church ceremony in which they returned one another’s wedding rings and released—not 
renounced, but released—their vows, allowing each of them to seek another life partner while promising to 
continue the mutual responsibility of raising their two daughters. 
 The film “For the Bible Tells Me So” will take us to Nicholasville, Ky., to meet his parents and learn 
how their interpretation of scripture has evolved through Gene’s “coming out.” His ex-wife and the bishop 
himself are also prominent in the movie, as are four other devout, conservative Christian families who 
learned—some more easily than others—to accept their gay children. 
 Producer Dan Karslake’s purpose in making FTBTMS is to soften the rhetoric about homosexuality 
and the Bible. His filmmaking and editing skills have been widely praised by both the media and the many 
film festivals where this movie has been featured and won awards. 

A number of noted biblical scholars, psychologists, rabbis and pastors, including Nobel Peace Prize 
Laureate and Anglican Archbishop Desmond Tutu, lend their voices to the discussion in this movie. 
 Anyone junior-high-age and older can learn a great deal about “celebrating our differences” by 
viewing the film, which St. John’s has been licensed to show in Hunter Hall, Sunday, March 1. The showing 
will be preceded by supper, served at 5:00 p.m., and should conclude by 7:30. You are encouraged to invite 
friends from outside as well as within our parish. 
 During the time of the film showing, our associate rector, Ann Lovejoy Johnson, will offer a program 
for children younger than junior high. Nursery will be provided for the very young. These youth offerings 
will continue with the Wednesday evening (5:30-7:00 p.m.) series throughout Lent. (See schedule elsewhere 
in this Interchange.)   
 The Sunday, March 1, event is the opening celebration of the series, and a closing celebration dinner 
will take place on Wednesday evening, April 1. Please join us in celebrating all our differences! 

 
 
 
 

 
 

Gene Robinson at his consecration in FOR THE BIBLE TELLS ME SO directed 
by Daniel Karslake. A First Run Features release. 

This is one of the portions of the ceremony where Gene Robinson 
was consecrated as The Episcopal Church's first openly gay bishop that are 
included in the film For the Bible Tells Me So. Bishop Robinson (wearing 
mitre) is shown being presented to the Diocese of New Hampshire by his chief 
consecrator, then Presiding Bishop Frank Griswold. The person applauding to 
the left of the new bishop is Griswold's predecessor, retired Presiding Bishop 
Edmond Browning, who served as chief co-consecrator. 
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Lent to Begin at St. John’s 
 
Other churches may have pancake suppers on 
Shrove Tuesday, but at St. John’s, it’s our annual 
Pasta Delights and Sinful Desserts Dinner.   Come 
at 6 p.m. on Tuesday, Feb. 24, and bring your 
most delicious, sinful dessert to share.   
 Also offered will be vegetarian and non-
vegetarian pasta dishes with Italian, Thai, Creole 
and Cajun sauces, as well as tossed salads.  
Suggested donation is $5 per person over 12, $3 
for those 7 to 12, free to children under 7, and a 
maximum of $15 per family. Lent begins the next 
day, Feb. 25, with two Ash Wednesday services 
scheduled at 12:10 and 7 p.m. 
 
Lenten Series Schedule 

Wednesday March 4, Theology of Inclusion 
As we begin to explore our differences, we turn to 
Scripture and the Benedictine tradition for 
guidance. Led by The Rev. Susan J. Latimer, 
rector; 5:30 p.m. supper; 6 to 7 p.m., program. 
 

Wednesday, March 11, Charleston’s Lost Youth 
Join the Rev. Matthew J. Watts, senior pastor, 
Grace Baptist Church and executive director of the 

HOPE Community Development Corporation on 
Charleston’s West Side, for an enlightening 
discussion of our city’s lost youth, the situation as 
it was, is and solutions.   5:30 p.m. light supper; 6 
to 7 p.m., program.   
 
SSeeeeiinngg  tthhee  FFaaccee  ooff  GGoodd  iinn  EEaacchh  OOtthheerr  
Anti-Racism Dialogues will be presented by The 
Commission to End Racism of the Episcopal Diocese 
of West Virginia. 

One will be hosted by the Church of the 
Transfiguration, 65 S. Kanawha St., 
Buckhannon, on Saturday, March 14, from 9 
a.m. to 3 p.m. A second session will take place 
Saturday, March 28, from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. at St. 
James Episcopal Church, 218 Church St., 
Lewisburg. To register, please contact, the 
Diocese of West Virginia, P. O. Box 5400, 
Charleston, WV, 25361. The cost of $10 will 
cover lunch and training materials. 

Interchange Deadline  
The next issue will be for the weeks of March 15 
and 22.  Please submit items and photos to 
julkemp@verizon.net or bdearien@stjohnswv.org 
before Monday, March 2, at 2 p.m. 

 


