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CLERGY, VESTRY FOCUS ON
PARISH ISSUES AT RETREAT

Dear Saints of John:

The members of the 5t John's Vestry and our
clergy — Susan+, Ann+ and Denise+ — met for the 2010
Retreat during the weekend of Jan. 29- 1. Diocesan
Canon Donald Vinson served as our group facilitator.
Pipestem State Park provided the snowy setting for our
Winter Wonderland Weekend.

The annual Retreat is an opportunity for Vestry
members to spend time together focusing on the issues of
our parish life. During this Retreat, Canon Vinson also
led us through the Mutual Ministry Review process. We
reviewed the successes of the past year; assessed which
programs and ministries are working well, and identified
those problem areas which need attention or changes in
the coming year.

As part of the Mutual Ministry Review process,
the Vestry received written comments submitted by 20
parishioners. These comments addressed the highlights
and successes of our parish life, as well as concerns and
problems to be addressed. There were themes and issues
that were common to most of the comments — both
positive and negative. The members of the Vestry and
the clergy reviewed the written comments and we
engaged in open, candid discussions about the issues
raised in these parishioner comments.

Vestry members began the Retreat by reviewing
various models of parish structure. We learned that St
John's is organized and structured as a larger size
“program” parish. As a program parish, St John's
functions through its groups and committees; lay
ministries are utilized; members are incorporated into
parish life through their group affiliations and activities;
and the parish is actively engaged in community affairs.
The Rector typically serves as the administrator of a
program parish. Yet in our personal relationships, St
John's tends to view itself more like a smaller size
“pastoral” parish. A pastoral parish is clergy-centered.
A pastoral parish expects its clergy to be personally
involved in every parish activity. Parishioners expect to
have a personal relationship with their clergy. Disputes
can develop over clergy issues within a pastoral parish.
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Canon Vinson observed that St. John's is a “transitional”
parish — in transition between the two models. Some in
our parish complain that our clergy should be more
active and more visible in the community — while others
complain that they want our clergy to be more visible
within the parish and more pastoral in their relationships
with the congregation. (continued on page 3)

SCHEDULE FOR WORSHIP

SUNDAYS MARCH 7, 14, 21 AND 28, 2010
Third, Fourth and Fifth Sundays in Lent
And Palm Sunday

8:00 am. Holy Eucharist
8:45 am. Lectionary Study and Group

Discussion, library
9:00 am. Nursery open for infants

to age 5, Room 297
9:15 a.m. Sunday School classes for

youth, see page 4

9:30 a.m.  Adult Forum, see programs belotw
10:30 a.m. Holy Eucharist, with choir
11:30 am. Coffee Hour, Hunter Hall

5:00 p.m. March 21, Taize service, chapel

Adult Forum Programs for March

March 7 - Margaret Chapman Pomponio, president of
WYV Free, will bring us up to date on “Women's
Reproductive Health Policies Under the Capitol Dome.”

March 14 - Dwane Tinsley, president of the WV State Bar
Assn., will address the question "Do We Need An
International Court of Appeals?"

March 21 - Lawrence Messina, award-winning journalist
currently covering the federal courts for the Associated
Press, will speak, subject to be announced.

March 28 - The Rev. Lawton Posey, originally scheduled
for Feb. 28, will speak on “Reading Jesus - Don’t Be
Misled By the Title.”

Palm Sunday Services
Palm Sunday falls on March 28 this year with services at
B and 10:30 a.m.



March, Mud, and Lent By The Rew: Susun |, Latimer
Dear Saints of John,

It has been an interesting month for weather. Unusual amounts of snow and snow days and
numerous snowstorms this year have produced very, very soggy ground, at least at our house.
And unfortunately, the ground at our house is almost completely made of clay. If I were a
potter, I could throw pots from my backyard. Instead, though, my poor horses have to stand in
cold, freezing clay mud that seems to get deeper every day. Some days they stand in one spot
and look around desperately for a dry, firm place to put a hoof. Their fear of stepping in the
wrong place or getting completely stuck in the mud (a sensible fear, for a horse) keeps them frozen in place for hours
on the worst days.

Sometimes our spiritual life is like that At Himes, fear of what God may be calling us to do can keep us stuck in
comfortable (or even uncomfortable patterns. At times, we may fear to step out of our accustomed place because we
are afraid of making a mistake.

Lent and Mud season go together in many parts of the country -- certainly they are partmers this year here in West
Virginia. God may be calling us to try something new this Lent - to risk a new spiritual practice, a new way of being
in relationship with God and humanity and Creation.

If you find yourself stuck in the mud this Lent, perhaps you can take a lesson from the horses. When they finally get
un-stuck, when they finally get moving, they often kick up their heels and enjoy themselves immensely, shaking off
the temporary paralysis,

May we all continue in the Lenten journey towards God and the glory of Easter, without getting permanently stuck
in the mud of life.

In Christ, Susan+

Celebrating Brenda

Brenda Dearien and The Rev. Susan Latimer Phofos by Batly Jo L.Em

Brenda Dearien, 5t. John's parish administrator, was honored for 20 years of
invaluable service to the church on Sunday, Feb. 28, during the 10:30 a.m. SERa—
service with a resolution from the Vestry and a gift from the entire Brenda Dearien

congregation. A reception followed in Hunter Pholo by s

Hall with cake and a banner signed by
parishioners. Reflected Brenda, “I would like to ElEI‘g}' On-Call Schedule

thank all who had a part in my 20" anniversary | Please call the office or the priest on call when you or
celebration. The resolution, the purse, the | another parishioner is in the hospital. Because of privacy
flowers, etc., were wonderful and appreciated. I | laws, we do not have this information unless someone
must say that over the past 20 years at St. John's | notifies us.

I have been truly blessed by all the friends that I Emergency on-call schedule for March:

have made. I love all of you and thanks again for March 1-14 Susant+ 304 - 926-4554

your thoughtfulness. Love and prayers, March 15-31 Annt+ 304 - 951-7122
Brenda.” Here's hoping she will stay for at least {except - Mondays, call Susan+, Fridays, call Ann+)
another 20 yvears.
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