Dated Material, Deliver by
Saturday, November 18, 2009

SUNDAYS NOVEMBER 15 AND 22, 2009
TWENTY-FOURTH AND LAST SUNDAYS OF PENTECOST AND
NOVEMBER 29, FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT

8:00 aam.  Holy Eucharist
8:45a.m. Lectionary Study and Group Discussion, library
9:00 a.m.  Nursery open for infants to age 5, Room 297
9:15 a.m Toddler Transition for 2-and 3-year-olds, Toddler
Room; Godly Play, grades K-2, Room 298; Episcopal
Children’s Curriculum: 5t. John's Eagles, grades 3-6,
Room 221; Second and fourth Sundays, Rite 13,
grades 7-8, Room 226; J2A, grades 9 to 11, third floor
9:30 am.  Adult Forum, Nov. 15, No Adult Forum due to the
Annual Parish Meeting; Nov. 22, Parishioner Rick
Wilson, frequent Gazette columnist, will discuss “ All
You Wanted to Know About Greek Tragedy But Were
Afraid to Ask,” Room 109; Nov. 29, By tradition, no
Adult Forum due to the Thanksgiving holiday.
10:30 a.m.  Holy Eucharist, with choir
11:30 aam. Coffee Hour, Hunter Hall
5:00 p.m.  Novw. 15, Taize Service, Chapel

St. John's Annual Parish Meeting

Sunday, Nov. 15, 9:15 a.m. in Hunter Hall
Continental Breakfast provided by the Parish Life Committee

Election of New

Vestry Members and Diocesan Convention Delegates

Our Next Taize Service

Taize Prayer will take place in the chapel
at 5 p.m. on Sunday, Nov. 15.
All are welcome at this meditative service.
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REMEMBER THE THANKSGIVING DAY SERVICE
THURSDAY, Nov. 26, AT 10:30 A.M.



Dear Saints of John,

During our magnificent celebrations of the Feast of All Saints', | was struck again by
how important the movement of the liturgical year is for our lives.

The Feast of All Saints' provided a sacred container in which to remember those from
this parish who had died in the past year, and all those others dear to us who have died. We
celebrated our union with them in the great Company of Saints on earth and in heaven as we
sang hymns, glorified God, and broke bread together. In the evening, the choir sang
Evensong magnificently, with a large congregation made up of members and others from the
community. I am grateful for this opportunity, year after year, to remember all those beloved
dead, in the context of the Communion of Saints and God's kingdom.

We are about to move into another liturgical season, the season of Advent, which begins on Sunday, Nov.
29, Advent liturgies offer us the opportunity to take stock of our spiritual lives, as we ponder both the coming of
Christ in the person of Jesus, and the eventual coming of God's kingdom in all its fullness and glory,

Advent is my favorite liturgical season - rich with feminine symbolism of pregnancy and birth, and
flavored with longing for true justice and peace at last. [ invite you to join us for these Advent services and allow the
liturgy to contain your own longing for justice and peace, your own awakening to a deeper spiritual life, your own
desire to work with Ged to bring to birth something new in our world.

Celebrating All the Saints

The 5t. Ambrose Choir presented a beautiful Evensong service on All Saints Day in remembrance of those who have
died in the faith. Following the musical service, we continued our celebration with High Tea in Hunter Hall.

Everyone who attends Evensong and High Tea enjoys the beauty of the service, the delicious food, and the
lovely set-up in Hunter Hall. Many do not realize how much time and effort go into the preparation. Brenda
Vanderford selects special music, and the choir and other musicians rehearse for weeks. There is a poster in the
Choir Room that says, “He who sings prays twice.” This is especially true for Evensong because it is the choir's
service. We are thankful that at St. John's our choir sings this service twice each year in addition to their leadership
in all the other services throughout the year.

High Tea requires great effort as well. The silver is polished, the food is prepared or purchased, the tables
are set and beautifully decorated with flowers, and afterward the clean-up is done. All this requires a variety of
skills and a fair amount of labor. The Parish Life Committee thanks the many parishioners who contributed finger
foods for this lovely event. We give special thanks to Steve James and Garry Page for serving as leaders for the
High Tea and to Myke Beckett, Stephen Blake, Jonathan Doak, Stan Forrest, Mike Klausing, Al Kessler, Jan Kessler,
Mary Coburn, Mary Fitzgerald, Robert Jones, Randy Cain, and Parrish Thompson for their valuable help. Thanks
be to God for the dedicated Saints of John who regularly contribute to High Tea to create a lovely reception to
follow a glorious service.

Summary of Treasurer's report to Vestry Oct. 20, 2009:

Through September, normalized revenues (including only three-quarters, not 100%, of prepaid pledges) are $32,459
behind budget and expenses are $4,769 above budget. Together that means we are $37,228 underwater v. our
budget (last month it was $35,006 underwater, so we are holding steady). That, added to our $39,006 budgeted
deficit through September, means we are $76,234 below breakeven year to date,

On average over the past four years, through September, we have collected 64% of annual pledges and
spent 73% of budgeted expenses. This year through September we have collected 68% of pledges and spent 73% of
budgeted expenses, so those metrics are in line with previous years,

If everyone pays their pledges and all other budgeted income comes in except investment income (which
has been running about 65% of what we budgeted), and if expenses end up $8,000 above budget (consistent with the
past few months), we will end the year with about a $70,000 deficit, compared to $52,000 deficit budgeted.

Page 2



Pastoral Care Ministries

The re-envisioning of the pastoral care ministries at St. John's has been ongoing in

recent months. This process supports those already involved in caring ministries

and we are launching some new ministries as well. We are now ready to design

our training for a lay visitation team. There are over a dozen people who have

already expressed interest in this essential ministry of visiting those who may be

home-bound, want some company, or are coping with prolonged illness. Training

will be offered after the holidays. Clergy set the highest priority on responding to

crisis needs and to hospital visitations, Clergy are also available to bring home
communion, offer short-term counseling (a few meetings) and spiritual direction
(informal), Lay Eucharist Visitors, licensed by the bishop, also bring communion to
people.

Our re-envisioning has also lifted up the importance of our continuing
prayer for those in need of God's healing. An Intercessory Prayer group, open to all,
meets for a brief service on the second Thursday of the month at 10:45 a.m. in the
prayer corner in the sanctuary. We are beginning a Meals Ministry: having meals
brought to those in crisis or just home from the hospital, for example. Meals are
stored at the church and ready to go when a need arises. Mary Coburn has just
agreed to be the Meals Ministry Coordinator! We are re-starting the Flower
Ministry: delivering the Sunday Altar flowers to those who are sick or homebound.

Clergy On-Call Schedule:
Ann+ - Nov, 1- Nov, 18
Call: 304-951-7122

Denise+ - Nov. 19-20
Call: 304-553-2799

Susan+ - Nov. 21 - Dec. 10
Call: 304-926-4554

Ann+ - Dec. 11-31
Call: 304-951-7122

This too is in need of a coordinator. The Memorial Reception Committee and the Prayer Shawl Committee are both
ongoing ministries. The prayer shawl knitters (and crocheters) meet the second Thursday at 2 p.m.

Please remember that we do not know when you are in need unless you tell us. We do not have access to
hospital rolls, We do not make assumptions about what you want. And we do respect your privacy. Clergy and
laity involved in pastoral ministries do not share information with others unless you specifically request that we do
s0. Thus, you will often hear us say, “I am in contact with the famﬂ*_i,r when }rou ask 1bﬂut how someone is ﬂ:lcung or

suggest they need something. Hopefully, this chart of the
pastoral care ministries offered and who to call will be
helpful. We invite you to consider if God is calling you to
serve in one of these areas of ministry., And please,
communicate with us directly when you or your family has

Pastoral Care Needs.
Who to call when about what?

a need. We wish to “be there” for you.

PASTORAL CARE MINISTRIES

Clergy
Crisis Ministry Lay Lay & Clergy
Hospital Visitation Lay Eucharistic Intercessory
Home Visitors (LEV) Prayer
Communion Licensed by New group
Short-term bishop
Counseling
Spiritual Direction
Lay Lay & Clergy
Lay Meals Ministry  parich Prayer List
Home Visitation New group Contact:
New team Mary Cl'obur n, Parish Office
10 volunteers for coordinator
training
Lay
Lay Flow L_:f. N Memorial
Prayer Shawl aulis ]II'I.ISﬂ‘} Reception
Ongoing Restarting Ongoi
Needs coordinator nEoIns

Crisis Needs

Call clergy at church office, if during weekday
Or

Call priest on-call when after hours

Clergy contacts memorial reception committee
Clergy arranges for visits
by lay visitation team

Non-Crisis Needs

Requests for: prayer list, meals, prayer shawls
Call church office

Brenda notifies meal coordinator,
prayer shawl coordinator
Brenda adds names to prayer list
(refreshes first Sunday of month)

Brenda notifies clerg}-‘ of non-crisis needs


















